THE PYRAMIDS OF GIZEH, it has long been thought, were built by
thousands of wretched slaves, driven to perform a stupendous task by
their tyrannical rulers. It is now considered more likely that the
I>lia.Ta.olts wb.0 ordered, their construction, were conferring a. great bene-

fit upon their subjects. The three months of the year during which the
Xile was in flood were a time of great hardship, for no agricultural
work could be done. Then the peasants were set to work upon the pyra-
mids, and were fed and housed at the king's expense.